Can there be equity in Ontario for Aboriginal institutions?
Aboriginal institutions were created by Aboriginal communities.  They are charged by Aboriginal communities to design, develop and deliver programs and services to address the education and training needs of Aboriginal people.  Aboriginal institutions are mandated, supported and governed by Boards of Directors elected through community processes.  Yet, they continue to lack formal government support and funding such as the support provided to provincially recognized colleges and universities.  

In February of 2007, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development released a report following a review of Aboriginal post-secondary in Canada.  The report, No Higher Priority:  Aboriginal Post-Secondary in Canada made several recommendations and proposals to enhance current policy.  Among the proposals,   

The Committee urges the federal Minister of Indian Affairs, departmental officials, and other federal departments and officials with responsibilities in the area of education, to ensure outstanding funding and accreditation issues affecting Aboriginal‑controlled institutions are raised in any inter‑governmental meetings on Aboriginal post‑secondary education, or on post‑secondary education more generally, and to urge provincial and territorial governments to address them.
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada tabled their response to this proposal on June 12, 2007.  Their response: 

The Government fully agrees that the funding and accreditation of post‑secondary education are important matters everywhere in Canada and that they matter as much to Aboriginal Canadians as they do to other Canadians. The Government of Canada believes that all institutions should fully meet accreditation requirements and offer learners the opportunity to receive nationally recognized diplomas.  The primary responsibility for most aspects of the issue, however, resides clearly with the provinces. To the extent there is a federal concern in a particular area, it needs to be addressed by federal and provincial governments working together.

Despite the direction of the Standing Committee, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada is not willing to address the issue.  Aboriginal institutions in Ontario currently access approximately $3.2 million from Indian Affairs in support of courses and programs for First Nations learners.  

On the provincial side, correspondence received by the Aboriginal Institutes’ Consortium (AIC) from the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities, May 29, 2007, states that all AIC member institutes must meet “all requirements outlined in Ontario provincial postsecondary legislation” in order to receive provincial funding.  The eight AIC member institutions in Ontario are eligible to receive up to $2,580,000 for counselling services, postsecondary education coordination and program development initiatives.  

In total, eight Aboriginal institutions in Ontario are eligible to access a total of $5,780,000 to support post-secondary program delivery.  On May 11, the province announced an increase of $365 million funding for its provincially recognized colleges and universities.  The province also announced its intentions to introduce legislation to establish a new university on May 31, 2007.  The province has the funding and the willingness to pass policy to support a new post-secondary institution for Ontario but not Aboriginal institutions.     

Aboriginal institutions have been successfully delivering programs in Ontario since 1985, yet continue not to receive policy or legislation support or any source of secure and adequate funding.             
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