FNTI graduate profiled in Toronto Star
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The Graduates
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Hamza Dawood of York, Tanya King-Maracle of Ryerson, Anneleen Naudts of U of T, Sarah Rowe of UOIT and Angel Carrillo of OCAD on the campus of Ryerson University. 
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More than 25,000 students are poised to graduate from the GTA’s five universities within the next few weeks. For some, the accomplishment is a prelude to further study. Others will now look to make their mark on the wider world.

The Star, with the help of school officials, has selected a graduating student to profile from each of the five institutions — University of Toronto, York, Ryerson, University of Ontario Institute of Technology and Ontario College of Art & Design.

Each is an academic overachiever. What makes this group so dynamic is not just their high marks, scholarships and awards but the impact they have already had on their schools and communities
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No matter how hectic her life gets, Tanya King-Maracle is determined to keep her most precious job – hockey mom.

Each week, even if she's criss-crossing the province for work, completing an assignment for a university course or volunteering at the local school, King-Maracle makes sure she gets to the hockey rink to watch her 6-year-old daughter B'Elanna play, and takes to the ice with her son, Blake, 3, for some skating. She even laces up skates for her own games, including one with her husband.

"My kids and my family come first," says King-Maracle, 36, who is graduating with a B.A. in public administration and governance from Ryerson University.

"I've wanted to make sure they didn't have to sacrifice for my educational goals." 

Nurturing has been central to King-Maracle's university career. A member of the Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory in the Belleville area, she has focused on helping fellow aboriginal students.

King-Maracle completed her degree part-time over six years through the First Nations Technical Institute (FNTI), which offers the program with Ryerson to aboriginals already working as administrators in native communities. A half-dozen times each year, students travelled to different parts of Ontario for intensive four-day sessions.

After that, they return home to complete their course assignments. King-Maracle made sure that while each toiled independently, they never felt alone.

An FNTI employee since her second year at Ryerson, King-Maracle was tutor-mentor to her fellow students. She developed interactive Web pages offering support and a message board and online chats with instructors. She also edited a newsletter with academic tips and resources.

She makes regular trips around the province to see many of the 60 students in the program and is always available by cell phone to work through a problem.

"We exhaust every avenue so that no one can say we gave up on them because they were too far away," says King-Maracle, a policy analyst on the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples and employee of the National Association of Friendship Centres.

King-Maracle also volunteers with the Napanee Minor Hockey Association, the Tyendinaga Museum Committee and the Quinte Mohawk School, even as she got marks that earned her a nomination for the Gold Medal Award for the top grade point average among arts graduates.

"She's a mentor like no other," says Carla Cassidy, Ryerson's dean of arts.

"She's extremely enterprising and always thinking of ways to mentor students."

For her part, King-Maracle downplays the recognition.

"I just like to help out," she says. "I've just done what I think needs to be done."

